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Change is in the air. With our new President Barack Obama, citizens of the United States – and the world – eagerly anticipate a 

new era.   The question for educators is how not to get left behind. In many ways, of course, classes that deal with American 

literature and history are, almost by definition, stuck inside a set of elitist and out-of-date expectations.  The haughty invocation 

of "literature" has produced a canon of acceptable "great books" and confined the concept of literacy to a very narrow set of 

traditional reading and writing skills.  The sense of "history" as a fixed body of facts has produced a burdensome set of 

requirements for historical "coverage."  And the very use of the word "American" has allowed most of these classes to remain 

provincial, treading a well-worn path through classic and comfortable domestic concerns. This year's CASE conference hopes to 

shake things up a bit, as it asks foundational questions about what we teach and who we are.

 

Conference Schedule 

Registration & Continental Breakfast 8:00 am  

Welcome from CASE Steering Committee 8:45 am 

Keynote Address: 

Education and Change 

William Ayers, Professor in the College of Education at University 

of Illinois at Chicago 
 

 

Session I 10:10 am - 11:00 am 

American Studies Across the Curriculum:  

Interdisciplinary Lenses and Educating 

Citizens 

Jim Mikes, Chuck Venegoni, Paul Kelly, Kevin Poduska, Scott 

Hammerl, Bruce Janu, Chris Marks, and Dale Dassonville,  

John Hersey High School  
 

Drowning in Information: Media Literacy 

in the Age of Information 

Aisha Pervais, Media Studies expert from the test prep company 

Revolution Prep  
 

Writing the Past into the Present through 

the 2008 Election 
Ann Cocks and Jennifer Lucchese, Highland Park High School 

 

Chicago History Museum Tour:  

Chicago Galleries/Lincoln Exhibit  
Chicago History Museum guides 

 

Break-Snacks 11:00 am - 11:20 am 

Enjoy snacks and explore the Chicago History Museum 

 

Session II 11:25 am - 12:15 pm 

Linking Curriculum to Contemporary 

Politics: An Election ’08 Project 
Dale Dassonville, John Hersey High School 

 

Teaching Globalization through New 

Fiction 
Lauren Lee, Oak Park River Forest High School 

 

 
 

www.casechicago.org 

http://www.casechicago.org/


American Studies in a Global Context:  

The Iranian Situation in a Role Play 
Seth MacLowry and Matt McClure, Maine West High School 

 

Chicago History Museum Tour:  

Chicago Galleries/Lincoln Exhibit 
Chicago History Museum guides 

 

 

Session III 12:20 pm - 1:10 pm 

Know Your Rights: Modern First 

Amendment Challenges  
Dana Des Jardins, Niles West High School 

 

Praxis in Social Justice Education:  

Cultivating Reflection and Dialogue 

Shanti Elliot, Francis Parker High School 

Avi Lessing, Oak Park River Forest High School 
 

Shifting Understandings in the 

Interdisciplinary Classroom: From Text 

to Self  

Kenneth Kramer and Neil Rigler, Deerfield High School 

  

Chicago History Museum Tour:  

Chicago Galleries/Lincoln Exhibit 
Chicago History Museum guides 

  

Lunch, Raffle, & Closing Remarks 1:15 pm - 2:15 pm 

CASE Steering Committee members: Bernie Heidkamp, Steve Hilsabeck, Katy Newcomb, Peter Tragos, and Deb 

Schmalholz. 
  

 

 

 

*    *    *   *   * 

 

You can still register for the CASE Conference! 

Go to www.casechicago.org 

 
Conference Cost:  $89 per person 

 

Conference fee includes: Keynote speaker/program, breakout sessions, curriculum 

exchange, continental breakfast and luncheon, and time to meet with fellow American 

Studies teachers. 

 

All participants must register online this year. 

Go to the CASE website for more details. 
 

http://www.casechicago.org/

